





The back of the Griswold House was built in 1680, the front in 
1730. At the right is the garage, once the carriage house. 


This story really has three 
titles. The one that has been used 
(because it is true and fitted the 
space) and another, ‘‘The 
Michael Griswold House and 
Mary Griswold”? and the third 
which reads, ‘‘The Saltbox that 
found its way to Oklahoma.” 

They all tell a story and there is 
a lot more story to tell! Let’s 
start the story with the third title. 
Michael Griswold would have 
been flabbergasted...but then 
maybe he would not have been. 
For he was a Yankee and 
Yankees are assumed to be 
practical. He started a good 
thing. Worth copying! He started 
building his house (the back part) 
in 1680 and 50 years later, in 1730, 
the front was added. 

The old and the older combine 
to make what is considered the 
finest Saltbox in America. An 
Oklahoma oil-man and his wife 
saw a picture of the house in an 
old book and came to 
Wethersfield. They came here 
two or three different years and 
measured everything and had an 
architect and an engineer 
traveling back and forth while 
the Michael Griswold House was 
being reproduced in the State of 
Oklahoma. They became good 
friends of Mrs. William (Mary) 
Griswold’s, descendant of the 
builder. 

Michael Griswold, who stayed 
in Wethersfield. was one of three 
brothers: Edward, who went to 
Windsor; and Matthew, who 
settled in Lyme. The property 
“our” house was built on was 
originally shaped like a piece of 
pie, the widest part at the front. 
There were a lot of farm 
buildings on it at one time. The 
present garage was once the 
carriage shed. The Griswold 
Family Association now owns the 
house. 

Mary Griswold, one of ten 
children, was born in the 
Griswold House which stood 
where the Lutheran Church now 
stands on Wolcott Hill Road. Her 
father was Frederick Griswold 
and used to own land out to Ridge 


Road. Though he was an 
insurance agent in Hartford 
Frederick thought of himself as a 


gentleman farmer and 
thoroughly enjoyed his 
avocation. 


Mrs. Griswold moved in to the 
Michael Griswold House in 1940. 
“The house was in terrible 
condition.” She set out to restore 
it as a home to live in. ‘‘The floors 
were all blue. I found a man who 
said that the paint could be taken 
off, so the paint was taken off 
down to the wide pine boards. All 
the chests in the dining room had 
been painted red. Red on 
everything, old barn-red.”’ 

The outside of the house is 
properly barn-red. In beautiful 
condition, the house has never 
been changed structurally. 
Though the visitor is welcomed at 
the paneled double doors at the 
front of the house let’s start our 
visit at the back of the house for 
that is where it all began in 1680. 

This is the keeping room with 
its wonderful “walk-in” fireplace 
with bake-oven built deep into the 
right-hand side as they were in 
the earlier homes. Later the 
ovens were built flush with the 
fireplace facing for greater 
convenience. The eight foot lintel, 
six inches thick, set over the 
fireplace is crooked. Mrs. 





A special Yankee. Mrs. William Griswold was photog 


Griswold said this is supposed to 
keep spooks away. There are lots 
of crooked beams and panels in 
the house, maybe they keep 
spooks away? With the sunny, 
sparkling-eyes Mrs. Griswold as 
mistress of the home even the 
murkiest spook would drown in 
floods of light. 

In the fireplace is a huge crane 
with all sizes of iron kettles and 
the necessary fire-keeping and 
cooking implements. A warming- 
pan hangs on one side and sleigh 
bells which once belonged to 
Frederick Griswold on the other. 

Warming pans were necessary 
in the old days. The bedrooms 
were cold and it was mighty nice 
to run the big brass warming pan 
between cold sheets before 
getting into bed. Strangely 
enough, this house with its 
enormous chimney area which 
accommodates three fireplaces 
on the first floor, and forms the 
center of the house, has no 
fireplaces upstairs. Mrs. 
Griswold said that there is no 
evidence that there ever were 
any. In the attic, however, there 
is a smoke oven used for the 
smoking of meat. 





On the right is the bake-oven 
built inside the walk-in fireplace 
in the keeping room of the 
Michael Griswold home. 


Once there was a door from the 
keeping room to the borning 


raphed by the 


huge fireplace in the keeping room which was built in 1680. 
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